
JFK – Election of 1960

• JFK’s characteristics

• Kennedy-Nixon Debates









Kennedy’s “New Frontier”

• Successes?

• Failures?

• Assault on poverty 1963 –
Michael Harrington’s The Other 
America

• Expands NASA – goal, costs, 
first step



Kennedy’s Foreign Policy

• Peace Corps

• Alliance For Progress – Latin Am. 

• Domino Theory – begun by 
Eisenhower, Indochina

• Military buildup – “flexible 
response”

• closing the “missile gap”









Kennedy and Cuba

• Fidel Castro to power 1959 –
communism

• arms agreement with Russia

• orders “Yankee imperialists” out

• Eisenhower and the CIA – secret 
plan





Kennedy and Cuba

• Bay of Pigs Invasion April 17, 
1961

• Purpose?

• Results?

• Kennedy’s Response?

• Reaction of Khrushchev?



Kennedy vs. Khrushchev



Kennedy vs. Khrushchev



Kennedy vs. Khrushchev

In Berlin

• Khrushchev’s embarrassment

• Khrushchev’s desire for Berlin

• Kennedy’s Response – to Berlin

• "Ich bin ein Berliner"

• August 1961 – Berlin Wall



Kennedy vs. Khrushchev



Kennedy vs. Khrushchev

• On Cuba

• October 1962 – photos?

• JFK and RFK discuss U.S. 
options

• *Decide on a “quarantine” 
(blockade) of Cuban waters 
rather than an invasion













Kennedy vs. Khrushchev

• Soviet ships in Atlantic –

Khrushchev says to protect Cuba 

against another invasion by U.S.

• “eyeball to eyeball” – thirteen 

days of great tension and fear

• Results – list



Kennedy vs. Khrushchev

Results of Cuban Missile Crisis

• 1. Soviets agree to take down all missile 
sites on Cuba

• 2. U.S. agrees to remove all missiles in 
Turkey aimed at Russia

• 3. Both agree to stop all above-ground 
bomb testing

• 4. a “hot line” is set up between the two 
leaders





Kennedy and Civil Rights

• RFK – Attorney General

• Proceed cautiously at 1st b/c of 
southern democrats

• Strategy – enforce existing laws 
and court decisions

• Lawsuits vs. 4X as many school 
districts as Eisenhower



Kennedy and Civil Rights

• 80% of blacks voted for JFK 

1960

• Key to future of Democ Party 

and JFK presidency



Kennedy and Civil Rights

• Shift in Civil Rights Mvmt.

• 1960 – sit ins, Freedom Riders

• Sept 1962 – James Meredith, U of 
Miss, Gov. Barnett resists

• April 1963 – Birmingham, Bull 
Connor, arrest of MLK, “Letter from 
a Birmingham Jail”
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Kennedy and Civil Rights

• June 1963 – U. of Alabama, 
George Wallace blocks door

• JFK stronger post B’ham – “a 
moral crisis”

• Wallace backs down

• "segregation now, segregation 
tomorrow, segregation forever"



"segregation now, segregation 

tomorrow, segregation forever"





Kennedy and Civil Rights

• August 1963 – March on 

Washington, 200,000+

• MLK delivers “I Have a Dream” 

speech





Kennedy and Vietnam

• France and the 1950s

• Ho Chi Minh

• JFK’s “advisors”

• Primary purposes

• *Containment

• *Domino theory

• South Vietnam – Ngo Dinh Diem



South Vietnam 1963 



South Vietnam 1963 



South Vietnam 1963 



JFK mid-1963

• Kennedy’s popularity at highest 
point

• To Dallas with VP Johnson to 
campaign for 1964

• Shot and killed November 22

• Lee Harvey Oswald arrested

• Killed by Jack Ruby on national 
television





Warren Commission

• Set up by LBJ to investigate 
assassination

• Rumors of conspiracy, multiple 
shooters

• Differing accounts of 
eyewitnesses

• Oswald had lived in Soviet 
Union



Warren Commission

• Police plot question b/c of Ruby

• Chief Justice Warren in charge 

• Conclusion

• *Oswald acted alone, an unbalanced 
fanatic

• *Ruby also acted alone, pro-
Kennedy, upset by death

• *suspicion remains







Number of Classes Remaining
(IF the EOC schedule goes as planned – hahahahahaha)

• 2nd Period – 7 incl May 4 and May 10 “holds”

• 4th Period – 9 incl May 7 “hold”

• Cover 1960s, 1970s, 1980s, beyonds

• HW – N,F,C,R terms from chart – due May 2 

whether I see you or not – define, identify, etc.

• After school review sessions: May 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, 9, 10

• Saturday Session April 28, May 5

• writing reminders, format reminders

• review, review, review, review, review, review

• video links


